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Terrance Reddick is a basketball 
player, peer, and a friend to many. He 
guides, leads, and he’s one of many se-
niors graduating.

Terrance likes to think of himself as 
cool and funny, and he’s not the only one. 
Dejon Rogers, a sophomore and one of 
Terrance‘s friends, thinks the same. “Me 
and Terrance played basketball together. 
I love him as a friend and a teammate. 
He’s like a brother to me,” Dejon said.
“I can’t be down when I’m around him.”

Mr. Nevels, his theatre teacher, said 
that Terrance is a leader. “I can always 
count on him to ask great questions and 
run errands for me.” He can trust him 
to set an example. He sees him as an 
outstanding student because he knows 
Terrance’s great qualities like leadership 
and trustworthiness are also shown in 
places outside of the classroom.

As a senior, Terrance has learned his 
share of lessons that he will not forget. A 

regret of his is not working hard enough 
in the ninth grade. Because of this, he 
had to “step up” in the 10th grade to 
raise his GPA. If there’s any advice that 
Terrance wants to give, it’s “Just do the 
work. It’s as simple as that. If you want 
to be successful, do the work. It may be 
intimidating, but just do it.”

Besides the lessons that come with high 
school, there are those experiences that 
cannot be forgotten. As a former varsity 
basketball player, Terrance considers 
senior night one of the most important 
nights of high school because of his love 
for basketball.

This outstanding senior can be counted 
on to bring laughs to others. He will be 
attending Johnson C. Smith University 
where he plans to achieve greatness and 
leave an impact on others as he has done 
here at DSA.

Terrance Reddick
BY ECILA WALCOTT
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Terrance excels in basketball and is an out-
standing student in Theatre Tech.
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One in NC
BY ERIN GLOSSER 

DSA received a gold medal rating from 
US News & World Report, the title of 
the #1 school in the state and 176th na-
tion-wide, based on high performance 
of the minority populations. 

“We are very proud to be recognized 
as one of the best high schools in the 
nation, it’s just incredible,” principal 
David Hawks stated. “It represents the 
hard work and focus on academic and 
artistic excellence of our students.”

The student body is 65% minority, 
with a wide range of diversity. On top of 
this, our minority groups are perform-
ing better than average, taking more 
honors and AP classes than any other 
school in the state. About 71% of those 
minorities took an AP exam, and 84% 
of those students passed it, far above 
the average in North Carolina. 

The school’s reaction was unanimous: 
pride. 

“I’m extremely proud to work at a 
school with such diversity,” Ms. May, 
said beaming, “It defies the stereotype 
of what is considered a high-ranking 
school. I love it.” 

Though many of the students weren’t 
sure why we won this prestigious title, 
once they learned that is was based 
on our excellence in minority achieve-
ment, they definitely could see why we 
had won. 

“We have a great inclusive atmosphere 
for all students, no matter what race.” 
freshman Lily Robbins said, “That’s 
why we’re so successful, we cater to ev-
eryone’s needs.” 

All students, even down to the sixth 
graders, feel privileged to be at a school 
like DSA, where student’s needs are met 
and we continue to set new standards 
for achievement for the state. 

“DSA is the school of my dreams,” 
sixth grader Jeremiah Griffin said, smil-
ing. “I think we definitely deserve this 
award. We should get every award.” 

Bea Balajonda
BY NATALIE DOAN-DUNNAM

To a sixth grader, DSA looks like a 
huge labyrinth of some sorts – a campus 
that stretches over a couple buildings, 
and scary because of all the unfamiliar 
crowds and huge seniors with all these 
incredibly impressive skills.

To a sixth grader, the next seven years 
probably look terrifying. Bea Balajonda 
was just as nervous on her first day at 
DSA. But now she’s finally a senior who 
is about to graduate as one of the most 
talented artists at school.

“I’ve always liked to draw since I was 
little and I went here with the intent of 
wanting to draw better,” she explained, 
smiling, “… and I guess I am better,” Bea 
said.

Ms. Maynard, Bea’s art teacher, de-
scribed Bea’s works as, “… very delicate, 
and very loved. She works hard to get 
them realistic but they have a really pro-
vocative feel. They give a feeling of ten-
derness.”

Bea has many good qualities as a stu-
dent. She’s known to be hardworking 
and determined. Although she faces nu-
merous trials and errors when it comes 
to art – she keeps going until she reaches 
success and the results she wants.

Bea crafted her own direction at DSA 
with the help of her parents. They en-
couraged her to take art and they’ve in-
troduced one of her favorite subjects to 
her. 

“They’re the ones who introduced me 
to Bio which I’m interested in now. I’ve 
just grown to love whatever they’ve in-
troduced,” she said. 

Although Biology and Art both seem 
like subjects on opposite ends of the aca-

Bea can’t wait to attend Elon University where 
she will be able to focus on science and art.
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demic spectrum, she enjoys them both 
immensely.

Bea will attend Elon in the fall. Since 
Elon is a liberal arts school, Bea will take 
biology classes and still enjoy her art 
classes. “What’s cool is that they have a 
cadaver lab,” she expressed happily, “and 
I definitely want to do that sometime.”

Students go through plenty of changes 
through high school. Their personal-
ity changes, the values and beliefs they 
held before start to shift, friends come 
and go, but for Bea Balajonda, she’s defi-
nitely happy of the person she’s grown 
up to be. “I guess… I’m more of a people 
person now and I’m not just a nerd who 
focuses on school all the time,” she said.  

PHOTO BY KAILEY MORGAN

DSA celebebrates it’s achievement of a 
gold medal rating from US News and World 
Report with  banners all over the campus.
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Some people see senior year as 
a time to finally lean back in their 
seats and relax with their friends. 
Some people just see senior year as 
a deep breath before finally heading 
off on their own. After all these 
years of stressing and working to 
get into college, graduation begins 
to look a lot like heaven. It’s both a 
turning point and a stepping stone 
into independence and adulthood. 
But first, back to senior year. 

“I feel great! I feel like it is time 
to be a senior. This is how I saw it,” 
Kellie Levine said, shrugging. “It 
just feels kinda right.”

Kellie has been a student at DSA 
since she was in sixth grade. She’s 
also been in the chorus department 
all the time. She originally started 
in elementary school and found that 
she enjoyed it, so she continued her 
choral pathway at DSA.

“My mom always really enjoyed it when 
I sing so she just kind of encouraged 
me to keep going with it. So I did,” she 
laughed.

Kellie’s also had fun DSA trips. For 
spring break, DSA chorus got to go 

Kellie Levine
BY NATALIE DOAN-DUNNUM

Thursday mornings are just a 
small part of what the Octagon club 
does.  Weekends are when the real 
magic happens.   Octagon achieves great 
community projects such as working 
with Habitats for Humanity. The girl 
responsible for making all this happen is 
senior Courtney Jacobs.

“Poised,” Ms. Del Dotto said without 
hesitating.  That is one word she would 
use describe Courtney Jacobs.  “She is 
very comfortable talking with community 
leaders,” Ms. Del Dotto.   “She knows a lot 
of the community people now, and even 
if she doesn’t, she just cold calls them.”  

Courtney takes on so many tasks that 
Ms. Del Dotto hardly has to do anything. 
“She sets up all the meetings and the 
brainstorms,” Ms. Del Dotto explained.  
“I can just relax.”

 Members of the Octagon club would 
definitely agree.  “Every president is 
different, but Courtney does her job very 
well,” tenth grade Kaitlyn West said.  
“She is organized, committed, hard-
working, everything you need to be the 
president of Octagon.” 

Courtney Jacobs is far more than just 
familiar with the way community service 
operates.  “I have been in Octagon 

club since I started 
high school,” Jacobs 
said.  “I really like how 
it has an active role in 
the community.”  Her 
experience with Octagon 
club has given her a 
new drive to help the 
community.  “Octagon 
gives me a feeling of 
needing to volunteer,” 
Courtney said.  In college, 
she plans on being active 
in a volunteer club.

Courtney Jacobs does 
have other extraordinary 
hobbies outside of 
Octagon.  She is in 

advanced art classes, and is a phenomenal 
orchestra player. Her love for art started 
since she was in elementary school and 
has brought her to an AP art class.  “Going 
all the way to AP Drawing has driven me 
to beyond a superficial understanding of 
art” Courtney said, “and I have entered 
into a deeper understanding of what it 
means to create your own works.”

In her classes, Courtney wouldn’t 
be known as the “class clown”, or the 
person who constantly disrupts class.  In 
fact, she describes herself as insightful.  
“I’m more of the observer during class,” 
Courtney said laughing, “and I guess I 
have a ‘biting sense of humor ‘ too.”  The 
best way for her to learn is to listen and 
observe during class.  Courtney doesn’t 
have to take notes in order to be at the 
top of her class.

Courtney has definitely made her mark 
on DSA.  She is planning on attending 
University of North Carolina in the fall. 
Courtney has high hopes for her future, 
“In five years I would like to have studied 
abroad in England and Argentina,” 
Courtney said, “and become fluent in 
Spanish.”  She will use her experiences 
and great ideas from DSA to pursue 
her majors in mass communications 
and journalism. “DSA has given be the 
skills necessary to pursue my dream,” 
Courtney explained.

Courtney Jacobs
BY RACHEL HUANG
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Courtney Jacobs works with Molly Campell at an Octagon 
Club meeting.  Courtney has been in the club since was a 
freshman and became the president this year.
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Kellie cannot wait to attend Duke University in the fall.  
Levine will be studying zoology as a Blue Devil. 
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The Regulator Bookshop

720 Ninth Street

Durham NC, 27701

(919) 286-2700

to Europe and perform. It wasn’t just 
a normal trip because it was an eye-
opening, and memorable experience for 
Kellie.

Other than her chorus activities, 
Kellie is a very well-rounded student. 

She’s the captain of the tennis 
team, a talented performer, and 
the valedictorian of this year’s 
graduating class.

Her advice to students would be 
that, “It’s the little things that build 
up to the bigger things.” She went 
on to explain further, “So you have 
to build up to where you wanna go. 
You can’t just jump from point A 
to point B. It might be hard getting 
there but from my experience: The 
result is definitely worth it. 

Students might recognize Kellie 
from chorus concerts and DSA’s 
play, The Wizard of Oz. Although 
Kellie will be studying to be a 
veterinarian, she’s expressed that 
she’ll still be singing.

“I’m going to Duke in the fall. I 
want to study zoology so hopefully, 
I’ll be a vet,” she said. “But I 
definitely want to participate in 

some a capella groups at Duke and some 
other choral functions.”

After the seven years at DSA, Kellie’s 
successfully carved her own way. “I’m 
proud of what I’ve done,” she nodded 
slowly before smiling, “So…. no regrets.”

Mr. Ward

If you could be anyone famous, who 
would you be?
I don’t care for celebrity culture

What would you name your pet  
unicorn?
Bob?

What is the best prank you pulled?
I’m not a prankster, if fact, I envy  
pranksters.  They exist in a cognitive  
realm far beyond me. 

What is your most embarrassing 
moment at DSA? 
The first day I started teaching at DSA 
I came to work with a swollen eye from 
a wasp sting.  Not so bad.  The next 
week, I came to work with my other eye 
swollen but black and blue from getting 
hit in the face with a soft ball, that was 
pretty embarrasing.

BY ANNA LIN AND RACHEL 
HUANG

HAVE A

GREAT
SUMMER

AND
BE SAFE!
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Keenan Conder
Look at a list of excelling academic stu-

dents and you’ll see the name Keenan 
Conder. Glance at a playbill for Taming 
of the Shrew and you’ll find the name 
Keenan Conder. Search a soccer roster 
for a star player and you’ll most certainly 
see Keenan Conder’s name.

This well-rounded senior, Keenan 
Conder, is not only successful in various 
activities, but he is also an all around 
great guy.

The self-motivated, upbeat student is 
attending The University of North Caro-
lina Chapel Hill next year. He has been 
at DSA since the sixth grade and contin-
ues to excel each year.

“Aside from excelling academically, 
he is one of the most centered people I 
know, and always has been. He is very 
much a positive force in anything he is 
involved in,” Ms. Corey, his former AP 
World History teacher, said.

In two words Keenan would be de-
scribed as quixotic and immovable.

“Quixotic because I’m idealistic and 
immovable because I don’t like change 
and I can be very stubborn in resisting 
change. I am quite reactionary to things 
in my life,” Keenan said.

Keenan played Petruchio, the lead 
role in this year’s Shakespeare’s play, A 
Taming of the Shrew. When Keenan is 
not performing, he can be found playing 
soccer.

His defining moment at DSA occurred 
on the soccer field. “Last year during a 

playoff game, I made the game-winning 
goal in the fourth overtime. It represents 
the joy and happiness I have at DSA. I 
did it with my friends and it shows the 
awesome community at DSA,” Keenan 
grinned.

He is athletically and academically suc-
cessful, but his kindness to others shows 

his true spirit. Keenan’s younger sister, 
Kendall Conder, describes him as “very 
friendly because he’s always willing to 
talk to someone about anything and is 
always excited about life.”

Despite his many talents, he is most 
passionate about academics because 
“What I care about, I find interesting, 
and I enjoy learning about that topic,” 
Keenan said.

His enthusiasm to learn propels him 
forward, as “Keenan is always seeking 
more! He is intellectual, questioning, 
and genuinely interested in the world 
around him, ” Corey said.

Fingers dance across the black and 
white keyboard as smooth jazz spins off 
the black ivory, and the harmonious tune 
travels through DSA’s hallways. This is 
just a normal day for pianist Elijah Fox-
Peck, an outstanding senior.

Elijah has been at DSA since the 9th 
grade and has been successful in mu-
sic throughout high school. He made 
All-State Jazz Band for three years and 
plans on going “to college and meeting 
as many musicians as possible.” 

Elijah will continue with music. “I love 
music because it allows me to express 
ideas and explain myself in ways other 
than words, but still have people connect 
and relate to that.”

In two words, he’d describe himself as 
“Curious and accepting. Curious because 
I like new adventures and I get tired of 
repetition. Accepting because I love ev-
eryone.”

His acceptance proves legendary, as 
anyone feels comfortable talking to him.

 “He’s friends with everyone,” ex-
claimed theater teacher, Mr. Martin. 
“It’s because he’s so relaxed and charm-
ing. He used to go to a private school and 
when I asked him why he left, he said it 

was because ‘everyone was the same.’ He 
really likes people in all their diversity.”

Many may know him best for his per-
formance as the Cowardly Lion in the 
Wizard of Oz, but Elijah has been in five 
plays at DSA, including A Flea in Her 
Ear, where he played the lead.

“He’s charmingly goofy and he’s bright 
enough to make comic use of it on the 
stage. He worked really hard on getting 
the comic timing right in A Flea in Her 
Ear, which is really important for that 
play,” Martin added.

He enjoys being a part of DSA plays be-
cause “it’s a social group of ‘like-minded 
artists and intellectuals’ and a great way 
to meet others,” Elijah grinned.

Despite his talent, Mr. Davis, his mu-
sic teacher of four years, said, “He has 
a strong work ethic. He’s always think-
ing of how to get better and better. He 
has a desire to excel at whatever he does 
whether it’s academics or music.”

Not  only does he work hard but “he 
makes everyone around him better. He 
made me a better teacher and the people 
who play with him better musicians,” 
Davis said.

Elijah is dedicated to music. “My main 

She will never forget “ . . . his kindness 
and heart. He never gives up whether it’s 

class or on the soccer team.”
Keenan’s hard work, dedication to suc-

cess, involvement in many different ac-
tivities, and kindness to others will be 
remembered at DSA. 

As Ms. Corey put it, “Keenan is just get-
ting started on going to do great things. 
He is the type of person that will make 
a huge difference in the lives of people 
that will meet him.”

The next Tarheel, senior Keenan Conder, 
grins, as he is excited to be attending UNC-
Chapel Hill next year. 

PHOTO BY KAILEY MORGAN 

passion is writing songs and composing 
music. That’s what I spend most of my 
time doing outside of school.”

Making All-State Jazz Band for three 
years, excelling academically through-
out high school, and scoring leads in 
school plays are amazing achievements, 
but receiving a piece of cake from the 
President of the United States, Barack 
Obama, beats them all.

 “In 2008, I was at the Blue Coffee Cafe 
and President Obama bought my broth-
er and I a piece of cake. My mom started 
Durham for Obama, which is how we 
knew he would be there.”

Another unknown fact about Elijah is 
his dancing skill. “I love dancing by my-
self and I do it pretty regularly,” Elijah 
laughed.

Elijah has proven to be an accepting, 
exceptional senior. No matter what hap-
pens in the future, Elijah said, “I’ll go 
wherever my musician heart leads me.

PHOTO BY JUSTIN CHING 

Elijah Fox-Peck smiles, knowing he will be 
attending Oberlin Music Conservertory next 
year. His band, Hidden Keys, won DSA’s first 
annual battle of the bands.

Elijah Fox-Peck
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Anders Borg
BY JUSTIN CHING

“Watch closely,” Mr. Grier said 
to his second period Chorus class.

Anders Borg was one of the stu-
dents looking as Mr. Grier dem-
onstrated the choreography for
one of the new songs that they 
were preparing for the showcase.

Anders has been here since he was 
in 6th grade, and chorus is where he
 has really excelled. 
Singing has been 
an integral part to 
Anders’ time here.

“I found out in 
elementary school 
that I like to sing, 
and from there I’ve 
decided that it was 
something I’d like 
to do moving for-
ward,” Anders said. 
Anders has been in
multiple school 
productions includ-
ing 2011’s school 
musical, Rent 
.He even has an
indie-folk band 
at school that 
he plays with, 
called Autopilot.

“Playing in a 
band is a really
good experience 
for musicians,” An-
ders said. “I have 
discovered how to work within a group 
where ideas can be thrown around.”

Being in a band can be a challenge 
to some musicians, but Anders tran-
sitioned flawlessly. “[I love how] mu-
sic can be created with equal empha-
sis on all parts of a song,” Anders said.

Anders has also had sever-
al great teachers that have helped 
him throughout his journey.

“I have had a couple different teach-

ers that I have liked a lot, like Mr. 
Baird and Ms. Davis,” Anders said.
“I’ve loved every teacher I have come 
in contact with along my journey 
at DSA, and each and every one of 
them have shaped who I am today.” 

When asked for two words that 
described himself, “really awe-
some” was Anders’ first response.

“Wait, wait, 
don’t put that 
in the newspa-
per,” Anders 
laughed. After a 

moment of pon-
dering he came 
up with “Musi-
cal spontaneity.” 

Although athlet-
ics has not been 
one thing Anders 
is known for, he 
was once quite the 
Karate master.

“I used to take 
Karate for the 
longest time,” 
Anders said.

Anders has been 
an outstanding 
student through-
out his time at 

DSA. He is well 
known around 
the school for his 
kindness as well 

as his musical prowess, and both fac-
ulty and students will miss hispresence 
next year, with one less senior voice 

filling the halls. Anders will be 
moving on to Elon University in 
the Fall, and will be continuing his 

muscial pursuits in college. 
“DSA, thank you for housing me 

these seven years, I’m sure you’re 
as tired of me as I am of you at 
this point,” Anders said, laughing. 

Sam Robbins
Tapping his foot to the music, Samuel 

Robbins looked to his group for the 
signal to cut off. As he played the saxo-
phone, he swayed to the beat of the mu-
sic. Samuel (“Sam” for short) is a mu-
sic maniac, taking three music classes: 
AP Theory, Jazz, and Wind Ensemble.

“He does so much with music and 
he excels in all of them.” Mr. Da-
vis, one of the band directors, com-
mented. “Sam’s a good leader.” 

When he’s around other peo-
ple, he will help them; he will be in 
charge of something if he needs tobe.

”Besides his three music classes, 
Sam also  plays in several smaller en-
sembles outside of school. He par-
ticipates in the Saxophone Quartet 
that meets every Tuesday morning 
and plays in a community band.

“Sam is a bari player and the big-
gest portion of that is that he’s consid-
ered the most important player in the 
whole group. The reason being is he 
keeps beat, tempo, and things of that 
nature. Without him, we’d be lost and 
we’d be searching for something to 
have our foundation on.” Arvind Mal-
likarjunan, a sophomore and member 
of the Saxophone Quartet, explained.

Sam’s love for music is a major part of 

his identity. “It is my passion, my craft, 
my art form, and my future. Music is how 
I relate to the world,” Sam proclaimed. 
“I don’t know that there is a ‘what’ I 
love most about music. It makes up al-
most everything about me. If I had to 
pick, I love it for the expression it offers. 

The emotions and ideas we are afraid 
or unable to articulate, we can express 
them through music.”Over the years, 
Sam has taken his musical talent to a 
higher level. “He has gotten more ma-
ture, but he’s also expanded what he’s 

capable of doing musically 
through arranging and composing.” 

Mr. Davis claimed with a laugh, 
“And … his hair’s gotten longer.”

Sam’s strong suit lies in his abil-
ity to compose and arrange music.

“There was one time [when] he ar-
ranged a piece for Wind Ensemble and 
we read it in class and he actually con-
ducted it.” Mr. Davis remembered.

Sam is also a role model for some of 
his friends and peers. “Sam is a very 
talented composer and that’s some-
thing that I would like to work on. I 
will remember Sam as being some-
one who taught me more about com-
posing and music,” Arvind stated.

Sam is a trustworthy and valu-
able friend. “He is definitely a char-
acter that we can all get along with. 
His love for music and also just his 
way of doing things is a little differ-
ent from most people.” Arvind smiled.

 Sam plans to attend college at UNCG 
and major in music. “I’m going to use 
all the training my music classes at 
DSA have given me to prepare myself 
for the school of music at UNCG.” He 
stated proudly. “I am actively taking 
my own path now; UNCG was my own 
decision.” Although, he is not posi-
tive about what he wants to do in the 
future after completing his studies at 
UNCG, Sam is determined to succeed.

“I want to play in the army field band 
at some point in my career, but that’s the 
only specific ambition I have as of yet,” 
Sam explained. “‘A drive to achieve and 
succeed’ motivates me. I want to suc-
ceed and my band directors have given 
me the tools and direction to do so.”

Wherever      Sam   goes,    music  will   follow.

PHOTO BY JUSTIN CHING

Sam Robbins plays the saxophone in the 
school’s Jazz band, and he is a key part of 
DSA’s bandcommunity

PHOTO BY JUSTIN CHING

Anders Borg practices   the dance for the 
DSA Showcase. Anders has been a part of 
DSA since 6th grade.

Visit The Gallery web site at:
dsagallery.com for more

profiles, photos, and fun extras!

- Senior Last Will and Testaments
-More Teacher Q & A’s

-Current Events of 2012-2013

BY  ANNA LIN
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Joya Mandel-Assael sits in the 
back of Ms. Maynard’s classroom. 
She stitches thread into the pages of a 
book, painstakingly etching out letters 
and pictures. The table around her is 
cluttered with scissors, paints, thread, 
pieces of magazines, newspapers, and 
other collage materials. 

But she doesn’t notice the mess or 
even the class of middle schoolers on the 
other side of the room. Joya studies the 
page and focuses on the needle in her 
hand.

Thread isn’t the only material she 
uses. She cut out dried acrylic paint and 
created a chain on one of the pages, and 
chips of crystallized dye pave a path on 
another page.

Joya spent her senior year creating 
an altered book. This involved taking a 
standing piece of literature and turning 
it into the artist’s work through collages 
and a multitude of designs.

 In the end, only carefully selected bits 
of the original texts shone through, and 
these words are chosen to convey the 
author’s message.

Joya started this project at the 
beginning of the school year because 

she had a cast on one arm. It made it 
difficult to work on large pieces, but she 
discovered she could still sew with ease.

That medium appeared many times in 
her altered book. In some places it was 
a part of the illustration as she creates 
a pattern or texture. In others, instead 
of painting or penning in words, Joya 
chose to stitch in her thoughts. 

Joya’s style is one of delicacy, and 
the gentle touch evident in her book 
showed that. But, she does not shy away 
from tough subjects, as portrayed by the 
silhouette of a skeletal child that haunts 
one of the pages.

The central theme to the book is 
freedom. She focused on people who 
may not be free, and the idea of freedom 
itself.

The original book was about making 
a boat, so Joya also incorporated that 
into her work. By blocking out all the 
words save a few specially selected ones, 
Joya created her own message in the 
beginning of the book: “If only there 
were a book to build freedom.”

Joya’s passion for freedom also reflects 
in other aspects of her life. She helped 
bring Invisible Children to DSA. It is 

part of a larger organization 
that tries to bring awareness 
to activities in the Lord’s 
Resistance Army in Central 
Africa.

Joya organized events and 
helped raise money for Invisible 
Children as well as increase 
awareness around the school. 
At the end of the year, the club 
donates the money it made 
to the organization Invisible 
Children in order to help out.

Last summer Joya went 
to Governor’s school for art 
and looked at a multitude 
of contemporary work. Her 
teacher Ms. Maynard says 
those influences, as well as 
artwork she learns about in AP 
Art History, show in her own 
work.

Joya has an unerring focus 
for her work and causes she 
believes in. She excels in her 
academics, but nowhere 
is her determination more 
evident than in her passion for 
freedom.

Joya Mandel-Assael
BY CLARE SZIGETHY

As all the seniors are preparing for 
their next chapter in life, Jacob Jayala 
is still trying to enjoy the last days 
as a high school 
student. High 
school for Jacob 
has been pretty 
good to him. Jacob 
is well known for 
playing the piano, 
and guitar. Jacob 
has been an A-B 
student throughout 
high school. 

Jacob is also 
known as the guy 
who was on WRAL 
for being such 
an outstanding 
performer. With 
seven class periods 
a day, Jacob manages to stay on top of his 
classes every year 
since elementary 
school. Jacob enjoys spending time with 
his friends and family after school. 

“My parents, and siblings has been one 
of my main support groups, they already 
knew that I had the potential they just 
wanted me to take advantage of all my 
opportunities here at DSA.” 

 Jacob started his tenure at DSA in 
2006, when he first came here and was 

a knight. “When I first started here Ms. 
Larue was known as Ms. Hancock, and 
Mr. Berry was still an art teacher. I also 

remember that all the sixth graders 
were put in the basement of the main 
building.” 

“Jacob is a great kid, and a phenomal 
pianist,” first year piano teacher Mr. 
Pocock said. This year I am grateful for 
having the opportunity to teach Jacob, 
he is such a wonderful person who enjoys 
playing the piano.” 

Jacob Jayala
BY DOMINIQUE MOODY

PHOTO BY DOMINIQUE MOODY

Jacob Jayala playing the piano, his pathway.  He is and A-B student 
and has been since he first arrived at DSA in 2006.

“Jacob is the type of performer where 
when he gets something wrong he will 
continue to practice it everyday until he 
gets it correct,” Mr. Gibson added  

“When I first met Jacob he was a 
small boy who had the potential to do 
something extraordinary here at DSA. I 
knew that he would continue to have that 
demeanor throughout high school with 
which I was correct, the only difference 
now is that he is a man but still continues 
to have that demeanor that you needed 
in high school,” 

Jacob will be attending the University 
of North Carolina- Chapel Hill next year. 
Jacob will be attending tuition free. “I 
am extremely happy and blessed to be 
in the position that I am in right now. 
I continue to thank my family for their 
support as well as my friends for being 
there when I needed them.” 
 

PHOTO BY CLARE SZIGETHY

Joya works on her book regarding freedom during AP 
Portfolio with Ms. Maynard.  She plans to attend University 
of Pennsylvania in the fall studying art and archaeology.   
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The Gallery is an open forum for the 
free expression of student thought that fairly 
represents the voice of the students.

Our mission is to inform the student body 
by exposing issues to the majority, allowing 
the minority a voice to be heard, and help-
ing to connect to DSA’s community through 
the paper.  The Gallery staff will determine the 
stories and material to be covered in an issue 
and reserve the right to accept or decline ma-
terial for each issue. The decision for adver-
tising relies on the discretion of the editorial 
staff of The Gallery.

The Gallery staff will hold itself to the high-
est professional journalistic standard of hon-
esty and integrity as guided by the Student 
Press Law Center. It is not the policy of this 
newsmagazine to downgrade or tarnish the 
reputation of an individual or group.

The Gallery is a student edited and man-
aged publication. The school assumes no re-
sponsibility for the content of The Gallery. The 
news magazine editorial staff urges all journal-
ists to recognize that with student editorial 
control comes responsibility, including the re-
sponsibility to follow journalism standards and 
ethics each school year.

As a forum of free expression, The Gal-
lery will welcome all letters submitted to the 
editor, provided they contain the writer’s 
name and grade. The Gallery does not accept 
anonymous letters, but will print letters using 
“name withheld,” providing the editor knows 
the author’s identity. The Gallery reserves the 
right to withhold a letter or guest column and 
return it for more information if it is deter-
mined that it contains items of unprotected 
speech as defined by this policy. Letters will 
be checked for verification. If a letter is found 
in error, it will be returned for resubmission. 
You may also send letters via e-mail to dsagal-
lery@gmail.com..
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     “There is still much more work to do. 
Veterans should never find themselves 
on the streets, living without care and 
without hope. It is simply unacceptable 
for a child in this country to be without 
a home.”
     With these words, President Barack 
Obama introduced Opening Doors, the 
first Federal Strate-
gic Plan to Prevent 
and End Homeless-
ness. Created in 
2010 by the United 
States Interagency 
Council on Home-
lessness, Opening 
Doors is a plan that 
aims to end chronic 
homelessness in the 
United States by 
2015, end homeless-
ness for Veterans in 
the same period, 
and bring an end 
to homelessness for 
families, youth, and 
children by 2020. 
The project aims to enable organizations 
and provide them with the resources and 
tools necessary to combat homelessness 
wherever it exists in the US.
     Durham has a local chapter of Open-
ing Doors that helps to coordinate and 
provide data to organizations looking to 
combat homelessness. Durham Open-

Putting the Human in Homelessness
ing Doors conducts an annual Point-in-
Time Count of homeless people in Dur-
ham, the last taken on January 31, 2013 
revealed some shocking  numbers. 
     I had the opportunity to speak with a 
man in Durham who struggles on a daily 
basis to pay for his room. When the hos-
pital discharged him after being treated 

for his heart, he found himself back on 
street corners in the endless search for 
enough money to pay for food and shel-
ter. He tells me that his medications give 
him trouble sleeping, and the man who 
puts him up in a room dislikes it when 
he watches television at night to distract 
him from his pain. 

     “I just like my privacy.” He tells me. 
“People look at me and assume I’m in-
toxicated because of my appearance. 
You ask for food and people are will-
ing to help, but you ask for money and 
they ...” he waves his hand in dismissal. 
Food doesn’t get you a ride on the bus, 
or a place to sleep. “Sundays are hard for 

me, because the BCC [Bull City 
Connector] doesn’t run, and the 
DATA bus costs $2.” 
     We take a moment for him 
to rest at some tables in front of 
a closed shop. He offers a smile 
and wave to passersby, met by a 
glance at best. Some don’t look 
at all.
      “I just can’t do this anymore,” 
he repeats to me. When we stop 
in pizzeria, the man working 
the register shoots us question-
ing looks and watches us warily 
from behind the counter. 
     When I ask for him to elabo-
rate on his medical condition, 
my acquaintance says that be-
cause of his breathing.

      “I worry sometimes when I go to 
sleep I won’t wake up. And there’s no-
body to...” “Check on you?” I finish for 
him. He nods, lets out a sigh, rubs his 
forehead, and says “I want to die in a bed 
with my shoes off, not in the streets.” 

BY JACOB STEERE
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 Davia Young is in her 5th year at DSA, 
and has made quite an impact in that 
short time. She is student body Vice 
President, and is one of the school’s top 
visual artists. She is in the top 20% of the 
senior class, and was captain of the cross-
country team. She is constantly traveling 
due to her extensive involvement with 
her Jewish youth group. She is always 
busy, and always working. She somehow 
manages to balance it all, and maintains 
a great attitude while doing it. 

Davia started creating art when she 
was very young. Her dad, Jeff, “has been 
a professional artist since way before I 
was born.” 

Whether it was family vacations, play 
dates, or killing time, Davia always found 
herself making art. 
 After her junior year, Davia went to 
Governor’s School West for visual art. “I 
loved GSW! My art program was really 
fantastic,”Davia said. “We made surre-
alist films, large installation and sculp-
ture.”

While she doesn’t plan to major in art, 
she made sure that all of the colleges she 
applied to had a good art program, and 

the option to minor in art. 
During the school year, Davia likes to 

participate in as many extra curriculars 
as she can. One of those activities is the 
DSA cross-country team. She has been 
an active part of the program since her 
sophomore year. “My experience with 
cross country has been life changing,” 
she stated. “The support you get from 
your teammates is incredible, and I have 
learned so many life skills from run-
ning.” 

Davia decided to join student council 
because she wanted to find a group that 
would help the school. “It is so exciting 
when we put together an event because 
it is so cool to see how much the school 
appreciates it.” 

A huge part of Davia’s life that many 
people may not know about is her in-
volvement in her youth group. She has 
been on the board for two years, and is 
involved in planning events and getting 
memberships for her local synagogue 
youth. “This year I was elected to the Re-
gional Board of the National Federation 
of Temple-Youth Mid-Atlantic Region. I 
lead events for about 200 youth groups, 

and run logistics at each event.” 
Whether it is sports, art, or working for 

her youth group, Davia stays busy. 
I’m lucky to say that Davia is my best 

friend. Through high school I have seen 
her tirelessly working at everything she 
tries, and she is always up for a chal-
lenge. She is a perfect example of what 
an outstanding DSA senior looks like. 

BY MARIKA BALL-DAMBERG

Davia Young

Davia speaking at her last youth group event, 
Spring Kallah.
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Connecticut
Wesleyan University
Avi Stein

Delaware
Deleware College of Art &Design
Tristan Campos

Florida
University of Tampa
Niance Clay

Maryland
University of Maryland
Ayo Alabi
Khyla Rashada

Goucher College 
Alice Goldstein-Plesser 

Massachusetts 
Berklee College of Music
Stephanie Raynor 

Northeastern University
Grace Sandick

Bentley University
Alli Crescenzo 

Guilford College
Devin Rouse
Isaiah Higgs
Davia Young 
Davidson College
Josh Sawyer 

Elon University
Anders Borg
Bea Balajonda

Duke University
Kellie Levine
Ling Ling Zhou 

UNC Asheville
Darby McKnight
Owen Ryan 

William Peace University
Maya Bryant 

University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro
Tad Osalvo 
Nicole Shepherd 
Nathan Farrior 
Samuel Robbins 

University of North Carolina at Wilm-
ington 
Kathryn Avery

Regency Beauty Institute
Erin Glosser 

East Carolina University
Kassie Nichols 
Jonathan Duggins

Appalachian State University
Annie O’donohue
Brennan Gourley

Ohio
Oberlin University
Elijah Fox-Peck 

Pennsylvania
Arcadia University
Katie Stephenson

University of Pennsylvania
Joya Mandel-Assael

Swarthmore College
Isaac Little

Virginia
James Madison University
Sam Bordley

Michigan
College for Creative Studies Detroit
Kevin Conner 

Minnesota
Carleton
Eli Miller

New York
Parsons the New School for Design
Kaitlin Kimbro 

New York University
Anna Acha

North Carolina
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill
Alexandria Huber
Keenan Conder
Nelson Disla
Damola Akintunde
Alison Andrews
Courtney Jacobs
Elizabeth Ferguson
Brian Lobo
Jacob Jayala 

NC State
Kirby Hoekstra
Drake Swigart
Will O’brien

Where will seniors be next year?


